Identification and isolation of the major core protein from the oncornavirus-like particle in human milk.
Subviral cores have been prepared from the oncornavirus-like particle found in human milks with the use of phospholipase C and ether or Sterox SL. The major protein of these cores has a molecular weight of 27,000 daltons, as determined by sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. This protein is found in the core fractions of reverse transcriptase-positive milks and is absent in negative milks. It is distributed in sucrose gradients only in those fractions containing cores and reverse transcriptase activity. The major core protein of the human milk oncornavirus-like particle is electrophoretically identical to the major core protein of the mouse mammary tumor virus.